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Islandscapital city   The city where government is based,  

e.g. in Western Australia the capital  
city is Perth. (page 2)

carats   A weight measurement used for  
gemstones, e.g. diamonds.  
One carat is equal to 200 milligrams. (page 17)

Dreamtime   Also the Dreaming (p. 4), Dreamtime refers to stories about events  
of importance to Aboriginal people, e.g. stories about Earth’s 
beginnings. (page 23)

Dutch   Describes people, places or things from the Netherlands, Europe.  
(page 2)

eroded   The surface of a massive rock like Wave Rock has been eroded, or 
worn down, by natural events, such as wind and waves. (page 12)

fibrous  Describes long, thin thread-like natural fibres,  
e.g. fibrous wood of a boab tree. (page 13)

GeoScience   An organisation that informs people about geography 
and geology (earth science) in Australia. (page 11)

habitat   A place where plants and animals naturally live, 
e.g. ocean, deserts, lakes. (page 6)

NASA   An acronym for the USA space agency – National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration. (page 22)

Noongar    The traditional owners of south-west Australia. 
(also Nyoongar, Nyungar) (page 3)

ounce   A measurement of weight, e.g. one ounce equals 28.35 grams. (page 17)

pig iron   The material produced after iron ore is heated in a blast furnace at extremely high temperatures. (page 16) 

population   The total number of people living in a named place, e.g. town, city, country. (page 2)

Skylab   NASA’s first space laboratory (launched in 1973) to orbited Earth with a crew. (page 22)

species   Among plants and animals, species refers to their classification or group based on common features. (page 10)

Sumatran   Describes people, places or things from Sumatra, an island of west Indonesia. (page 6)

tracking station  An Earth-based facility that tracks spacecraft and monitors their astronauts, e.g. Carnarvon Tracking Station, WA. (page 22)

threats    Things or events that can cause harm to a species, e.g. a threat to wildlife numbers is loss of their habitats. (page 6)
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Let’s go to WA, Level 31+, 24-pages, $11.75 each, 6-pack $58.75 (6-pack includes FREE PDF activity sheets and answer sheets)

I’m a quokka.  
I live on Rottnest Island 
in Western Australia. 

Do you want to learn 
about WA?

The Literacy Tower Australia Pty Ltd grants permission to Primary Schools to photocopy this activity sheet.  
THE LITERACY TOWER AUSTRALIA  |  FREECALL 1800 733 608  |  publisher@literacytower.com.au

» GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY, MATHS, ART «
Let's Go to Western Australia    ACTIVITIES: Chapters 5–8 

Name:   ................................................................................................................................   Date:  ...................................................................................

IRON ORE IRON ORE PELLETS      PIG IRON   MOLTEN STEEL COOL STEEL

In the Ground Crushing Plant Blast Furnace Blast Furnace Steel Plant

Iron ore is blasted 
by explosives. Then 
it is extracted out 
of the ground using 
huge equipment, 
such as drills and 
extractors. Huge 
off-road trucks 
take the iron ore to 
a crushing plant.

Iron ore is crushed 
and sorted into 
many grades of iron 
ore at a crushing 
plant. Fine iron ore 
powder can be used 
to make iron ore 
pellets.

Iron ore pellets  
or iron ore lumps 
undergo extreme 
heat in a blast 
furnace to make 
pig iron before 
making steel.

Metals like titanium 
are added to pig iron 
to produce strong 
steel. Extreme heat 
in a blast furnace 
turns the metals into 
molten steel. When 
poured out, it looks 
like volcanic lava.

Cooled steel can 
be shaped and 
then coated with 
metals, such as tin, 
to make products 
that won’t rust 
like tin cans.

Mining  
Massive Mines

Chapter 8

Australia’s largest mines 

Australia’s largest mines are in 
Western Australia, and many  
are in the Pilbara region.  
Iron ore mines are among the  
largest mines in the Pilbara region.

Huge IRON ORE mines 
When iron ore is mined out of the ground, 
it looks like huge rusty red rocks. Iron 
ore is the most valuable natural resource 
in WA. It is a valuable natural resource 
because iron ore can be made into steel. 
Every year, Australian companies are paid 
billions of dollars for their iron ore.Iron Ore to Steel

The Super Pit GOLDMINE 
The Fimiston Open Pit mine, near Kalgoorlie, is known as the 
‘Super Pit’. It is the largest open-pit goldmine in Australia.

The South Pit GOLDMINE 
Boddington Goldmine is one of the 
largest goldmines in Australia. During 
three years (2010–2012), more than 
two million ounces of gold were 
mined. By 2019, gold sold for more 
than $2200 per ounce in Australia. 

A Deep DIAMOND mine 

Argyle Diamonds is a company 
that owns one of the world’s 
deepest diamond mines. 

Most of WA’s iron ore is 
shipped to other countries 
from two large ports in the 
Pilbara region – Port Hedland 
and the port of Dampier.

» GO TO GLOSSARY (inside front cover) for: 
carats, ounce, pig iron, Pilbara, Goldfields.
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$ Gold Sold $ 
Two million ounces  

of gold sold for almost 
four billion dollars  
from 2010 to 2012!

In parts of the Argyle mine, diamonds 
have formed as deep as 160 kilometres 
below Earth’s surface. Since 1983, Argyle 
Diamonds has mined about 800 million 
carats of rough diamonds. The mine’s most 
rare and precious diamonds are pink.

This gold nugget was found
in the Goldfields  

region, WA.

NEED HELP? 

W-Amazing Places!

14

Chapter 7

The world’s biggest rock
Mount Augustus is the world’s biggest rock. 

Rabbit-proof 
fence No.1
1170 kms

Port Hedland

Esperance

Perth

WA

The Pinnacles Desert is world-famous for its 
thousands of limestone pillars. Some of the   
limestone pillars are about 3.5 metres tall. 

World-famous Pinnacles Desert

Norseman
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Uluru

Compare Uluru to Australia’s biggest rock
MT AUGUSTUS ULURU   

Location WA NT
Age of the rocks 1.6 billion years old 0.5 billion years ago
Height 715 metres 348 metres
Main rock types sandstone, granite sandstone, granite

In 2018, world-famous tennis 
player Roger Federer visited the 

Pinnacles Desert and said,  
“It’s nice to be at the Pinnacles  

today, it looks amazing –  
like on the Moon.”

Eyre Highway is the longest, 
flattest road in Australia. It is 
about 1675 kilometres long.  

What does Nullarbor mean?
Nullarbor means ‘no trees’. However, trees 
and other plants grow on the Nullarbor 
Plain, such as:

✔  Trees e.g. sandlewood trees
✔  Grass e.g.porcupine grass
✔  Bush e.g. mulga bluebush.

Three long rabbit-proof  
fences were built in WA  
from 1902 to 1907. 
For more than 40 years, rabbit-proof 
fence number one was the world’s 
longest fence. The fences were 
built to stop rabbits from entering 
WA from the east. At that time, 
farmers didn’t want the rabbits to 
destroy their crops and farmland. 

Today, the rabbit-proof 
fences are known as the 
‘State Barrier Fence’. 

The fence is made up of  
many sections to prevent  

pests such as emus  
and wild dogs from 
entering parts of WA. 
Emus can destroy 

crops and wild dogs can 
attack farm animals.

Australia’s longest road

The highway enables people to travel 
between Norseman, WA, and Ceduna,  
SA, and the journey can take six days. 

Eyre Highway goes across the Nullarbor 
Plain in WA so people driving along the 
highway may say they are:  
“Crossing the Nullarbor!”

15

The world’s longest jetty
Busselton Jetty is the longest 
wooden jetty in the world. 
Work began on the jetty in 1868.  
Over a period of 100 years, the jetty was  
extended and today it is 1841 metres long.

Purnululu National Park is a World Heritage site 
featuring the Bungle Bungle Range (above).

The world’s longest fence

The massive mountain is in the Mount Augustus 
National Park, WA. Mount Augustus is called 
‘Burringurrah’ by the local Aboriginal people, Wajarri. 

Indigenous uses  
for boab trees 
Robert Dann owns Kimberley 
Cultural Adventures, WA. 
He informs people about the 
plants he grew up eating and 
using from childhood. Robert 
explains, “We grew up 
eating the boab as kids. We 
ate the leaves and roots of 
young boab seedlings. When 
the boab tree was in season, 
we picked the boab nuts 
and took the fruit out. Ripe 
fruit was eaten raw. Unripe 
fruit was cooked to make 
a kind of porridge. Water 
was extracted from the tree 
trunk’s fibrous wood.”

12

Chapter 6

Wavy Wave Rock 

Wave Rock is a massive rock formation near 
the town of Hyden, WA. The rock looks like  
a huge wave, but it is not near the ocean.  
It is 15 metres high and 110 metres long.  
Over millions of years, water and the weather
eroded the granite rock into
the wave formation we see today.
Scientists estimate that Wave Rock is
more than 2700 million years old 

Wave Rock, Waves,  
Walpole’s Tingle Trees

A surfer surfs  
a barrel wave at 

Teahupo’o in Tahiti.

The Giant Tingle Tree can be 
found in Walpole-Nornalup 
National Park. The huge red 
tingle tree has been growing for 
about 400 years. In past forest 
fires, this tree’s heartwood was 
burnt, leaving a huge hollow. 
Its outer layer was not burnt 
so this tingle tree did not die.WESTERN

AUSTRALIA

Perth
Wave
Rock

Walpole

Where are the biggest 
barrel waves in WA? 
The biggest barrel waves are near 
Walpole, on WA’s Rainbow Coast. The 
only other place that also has some 
of the world’s biggest barrel waves 
is Teahupo’o in Tahiti. Experienced 
surfers of barrel waves would choose 
to surf in either of those two places.

Red tingle trees   
Red tingle trees only grow in  
Western Australia and they are  
one of the tallest tree species in WA. 
Tingle trees have one of the widest 
trunks (at its base) in the world.

Karri trees   
Western Australia’s tallest trees 
are karri trees and they also 
grow at Walpole-Nornalup 
National Park. Karri trees  
and tingle trees belong to  
the same family of trees,  
called eucalypts.

Walpole’s Giant Tingle Tree

13» GO TO GLOSSARY (inside front cover) 
for: eroded, fibrous.

What is a quokka? 
Quokkas are marsupials.  
These small marsupials  
belong to the same family  
as numbats and wallabies. 

10

What is a  
quandong? 
A quandong  
is a fruit. The  
name ‘quandong’ was 
one of many Aboriginal 
words that early settlers 
to Australia began using  
in their language. 
Early settlers used 
quandongs in food, such 
as jams and damper.

Where do most 
quokkas live? 
Quokkas only live in 
Western Australia and  
most quokkas live on 
Rottnest Island. There  
are around 10 000  
quokkas living on  
Rottnest island.

Chapter 5

Quokkas, Quandongs 
and Quakes!

Where do  
quandongs grow?
Quandong trees as  
tall as seven metres  
mainly grow in deserts.

How do Indigenous 
Australians use  
quandongs?

FEEL

medicines

medicines

medicines
bowls

eat

Indigenous 
Australians still 
have many uses 
for quandongs. 
Here are some 
of their uses. 

What are other names for quandongs?
Quandongs are known by many names such as:
✔ Wild peach, as quandongs grow wild in the desert
✔ Desert peach, as quandongs do grow in the desert
✔ Native peach, as quandongs are native to Australia.

What is a quake? 
A quake is a short name 
for an earthquake. An 
earthquake happens when 
massive rocks in Earth’s 
surface break or crack 
under extreme pressure.

Strongest earthquake in WA!
On 14 July 2019, an earthquake happened in the 
Indian Ocean about 200 kilometres from the coast of 
Western Australia. Soon after, GeoScience Australia 
reported that it was the strongest earthquake ever in 
WA. Although the earthquake was felt in many places 
around WA, there were no reports of serious damage.

Events 14 July Times Quake Magnitude   
Earthquake 1.39 pm 6.9
First aftershock 2.35 pm 4.1
Second aftershock 2.41 pm 4.0
Third aftershock 3.00 pm 3.8
Fourth aftershock 3.26 pm 5.2

How do most people 
get to Rottnest Island?
A daily ferry ride takes about 
30 minutes from Fremantle  
to Rottnest Island.

SEE

EAT
(leaves)

(roots)

(kernal)(flesh)

Are quokkas a  
threatened species?

Quokkas are listed as  
a threatened species  
for two main reasons:

•  feral predators  
such as foxes

•  loss of their  
habitat in  
many places.

» GO TO GLOSSARY (inside front 
cover) for: GeoScience, species.
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Go to Chapters 5–8 in Let’s Go to WA.
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TABLE (Chapter 5) Complete the table. 

Why do most quokkas live on an island, Rottnest Island?

I think that  ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

INFERENCE QUESTION (Chapter 5)

Why are Australia’s largest mines in WA? 

I think that  ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

INQUIRY QUESTION (Chapter 8)

WRITE AND DRAW 
(Chapter 7)

Write about the Pinnacles Desert. 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Draw the limestone pillars at the 
Pinnacles Desert.

MAP AND LABELS (Chapters 5–8)

Write these placename labels on the map:

• Perth, Rottnest Island, Broome (Chapter 5)

• Wave Rock, Walpole (Chapter 6)

• Mount Augustus, The Pinnacles Desert (Chapter 7)

• Port Hedland, Kalgoorlie (Chapter 8, inside front cover)

Events 14 July Times Quake Magnitude   

Earthquake 1.39 pm

2.35 pm 4.1

Second aftershock 4.0

Third aftershock 3.00 pm

Fourth aftershock

✎

The Literacy Tower Australia Pty Ltd grants permission to Primary Schools to photocopy this activity sheet.  
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» GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY, MATHS, ART «
Let's Go to Western Australia    ANSWERS: Chapters 5–8 

Name:   ................................................................................................................................   Date:  ...................................................................................

IRON ORE IRON ORE PELLETS      PIG IRON   MOLTEN STEEL COOL STEEL

In the Ground Crushing Plant Blast Furnace Blast Furnace Steel Plant

Iron ore is blasted 
by explosives. Then 
it is extracted out 
of the ground using 
huge equipment, 
such as drills and 
extractors. Huge 
off-road trucks 
take the iron ore to 
a crushing plant.

Iron ore is crushed 
and sorted into 
many grades of iron 
ore at a crushing 
plant. Fine iron ore 
powder can be used 
to make iron ore 
pellets.

Iron ore pellets  
or iron ore lumps 
undergo extreme 
heat in a blast 
furnace to make 
pig iron before 
making steel.

Metals like titanium 
are added to pig iron 
to produce strong 
steel. Extreme heat 
in a blast furnace 
turns the metals into 
molten steel. When 
poured out, it looks 
like volcanic lava.

Cooled steel can 
be shaped and 
then coated with 
metals, such as tin, 
to make products 
that won’t rust 
like tin cans.

Mining  
Massive Mines

Chapter 8

Australia’s largest mines 

Australia’s largest mines are in 
Western Australia, and many  
are in the Pilbara region.  
Iron ore mines are among the  
largest mines in the Pilbara region.

Huge IRON ORE mines 
When iron ore is mined out of the ground, 
it looks like huge rusty red rocks. Iron 
ore is the most valuable natural resource 
in WA. It is a valuable natural resource 
because iron ore can be made into steel. 
Every year, Australian companies are paid 
billions of dollars for their iron ore.Iron Ore to Steel

The Super Pit GOLDMINE 
The Fimiston Open Pit mine, near Kalgoorlie, is known as the 
‘Super Pit’. It is the largest open-pit goldmine in Australia.

The South Pit GOLDMINE 
Boddington Goldmine is one of the 
largest goldmines in Australia. During 
three years (2010–2012), more than 
two million ounces of gold were 
mined. By 2019, gold sold for more 
than $2200 per ounce in Australia. 

A Deep DIAMOND mine 

Argyle Diamonds is a company 
that owns one of the world’s 
deepest diamond mines. 

Most of WA’s iron ore is 
shipped to other countries 
from two large ports in the 
Pilbara region – Port Hedland 
and the port of Dampier.

» GO TO GLOSSARY (inside front cover) for: 
carats, ounce, pig iron, Pilbara, Goldfields.
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$ Gold Sold $ 
Two million ounces  

of gold sold for almost 
four billion dollars  
from 2010 to 2012!

In parts of the Argyle mine, diamonds 
have formed as deep as 160 kilometres 
below Earth’s surface. Since 1983, Argyle 
Diamonds has mined about 800 million 
carats of rough diamonds. The mine’s most 
rare and precious diamonds are pink.

This gold nugget was found
in the Goldfields  

region, WA.

NEED HELP? 

W-Amazing Places!
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Chapter 7

The world’s biggest rock
Mount Augustus is the world’s biggest rock. 

Rabbit-proof 
fence No.1
1170 kms

Port Hedland

Esperance

Perth

WA

The Pinnacles Desert is world-famous for its 
thousands of limestone pillars. Some of the   
limestone pillars are about 3.5 metres tall. 

World-famous Pinnacles Desert
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Compare Uluru to Australia’s biggest rock
MT AUGUSTUS ULURU   

Location WA NT
Age of the rocks 1.6 billion years old 0.5 billion years ago
Height 715 metres 348 metres
Main rock types sandstone, granite sandstone, granite

In 2018, world-famous tennis 
player Roger Federer visited the 

Pinnacles Desert and said,  
“It’s nice to be at the Pinnacles  

today, it looks amazing –  
like on the Moon.”

Eyre Highway is the longest, 
flattest road in Australia. It is 
about 1675 kilometres long.  

What does Nullarbor mean?
Nullarbor means ‘no trees’. However, trees 
and other plants grow on the Nullarbor 
Plain, such as:

✔  Trees e.g. sandlewood trees
✔  Grass e.g.porcupine grass
✔  Bush e.g. mulga bluebush.

Three long rabbit-proof  
fences were built in WA  
from 1902 to 1907. 
For more than 40 years, rabbit-proof 
fence number one was the world’s 
longest fence. The fences were 
built to stop rabbits from entering 
WA from the east. At that time, 
farmers didn’t want the rabbits to 
destroy their crops and farmland. 

Today, the rabbit-proof 
fences are known as the 
‘State Barrier Fence’. 

The fence is made up of  
many sections to prevent  

pests such as emus  
and wild dogs from 
entering parts of WA. 
Emus can destroy 

crops and wild dogs can 
attack farm animals.

Australia’s longest road

The highway enables people to travel 
between Norseman, WA, and Ceduna,  
SA, and the journey can take six days. 

Eyre Highway goes across the Nullarbor 
Plain in WA so people driving along the 
highway may say they are:  
“Crossing the Nullarbor!”

15

The world’s longest jetty
Busselton Jetty is the longest 
wooden jetty in the world. 
Work began on the jetty in 1868.  
Over a period of 100 years, the jetty was  
extended and today it is 1841 metres long.

Purnululu National Park is a World Heritage site 
featuring the Bungle Bungle Range (above).

The world’s longest fence

The massive mountain is in the Mount Augustus 
National Park, WA. Mount Augustus is called 
‘Burringurrah’ by the local Aboriginal people, Wajarri. 

Indigenous uses  
for boab trees 
Robert Dann owns Kimberley 
Cultural Adventures, WA. 
He informs people about the 
plants he grew up eating and 
using from childhood. Robert 
explains, “We grew up 
eating the boab as kids. We 
ate the leaves and roots of 
young boab seedlings. When 
the boab tree was in season, 
we picked the boab nuts 
and took the fruit out. Ripe 
fruit was eaten raw. Unripe 
fruit was cooked to make 
a kind of porridge. Water 
was extracted from the tree 
trunk’s fibrous wood.”
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Chapter 6

Wavy Wave Rock 

Wave Rock is a massive rock formation near 
the town of Hyden, WA. The rock looks like  
a huge wave, but it is not near the ocean.  
It is 15 metres high and 110 metres long.  
Over millions of years, water and the weather
eroded the granite rock into
the wave formation we see today.
Scientists estimate that Wave Rock is
more than 2700 million years old 

Wave Rock, Waves,  
Walpole’s Tingle Trees

A surfer surfs  
a barrel wave at 

Teahupo’o in Tahiti.

The Giant Tingle Tree can be 
found in Walpole-Nornalup 
National Park. The huge red 
tingle tree has been growing for 
about 400 years. In past forest 
fires, this tree’s heartwood was 
burnt, leaving a huge hollow. 
Its outer layer was not burnt 
so this tingle tree did not die.WESTERN

AUSTRALIA

Perth
Wave
Rock

Walpole

Where are the biggest 
barrel waves in WA? 
The biggest barrel waves are near 
Walpole, on WA’s Rainbow Coast. The 
only other place that also has some 
of the world’s biggest barrel waves 
is Teahupo’o in Tahiti. Experienced 
surfers of barrel waves would choose 
to surf in either of those two places.

Red tingle trees   
Red tingle trees only grow in  
Western Australia and they are  
one of the tallest tree species in WA. 
Tingle trees have one of the widest 
trunks (at its base) in the world.

Karri trees   
Western Australia’s tallest trees 
are karri trees and they also 
grow at Walpole-Nornalup 
National Park. Karri trees  
and tingle trees belong to  
the same family of trees,  
called eucalypts.

Walpole’s Giant Tingle Tree

13» GO TO GLOSSARY (inside front cover) 
for: eroded, fibrous.

What is a quokka? 
Quokkas are marsupials.  
These small marsupials  
belong to the same family  
as numbats and wallabies. 

10

What is a  
quandong? 
A quandong  
is a fruit. The  
name ‘quandong’ was 
one of many Aboriginal 
words that early settlers 
to Australia began using  
in their language. 
Early settlers used 
quandongs in food, such 
as jams and damper.

Where do most 
quokkas live? 
Quokkas only live in 
Western Australia and  
most quokkas live on 
Rottnest Island. There  
are around 10 000  
quokkas living on  
Rottnest island.

Chapter 5

Quokkas, Quandongs 
and Quakes!

Where do  
quandongs grow?
Quandong trees as  
tall as seven metres  
mainly grow in deserts.

How do Indigenous 
Australians use  
quandongs?

FEEL

medicines

medicines

medicines
bowls

eat

Indigenous 
Australians still 
have many uses 
for quandongs. 
Here are some 
of their uses. 

What are other names for quandongs?
Quandongs are known by many names such as:
✔ Wild peach, as quandongs grow wild in the desert
✔ Desert peach, as quandongs do grow in the desert
✔ Native peach, as quandongs are native to Australia.

What is a quake? 
A quake is a short name 
for an earthquake. An 
earthquake happens when 
massive rocks in Earth’s 
surface break or crack 
under extreme pressure.

Strongest earthquake in WA!
On 14 July 2019, an earthquake happened in the 
Indian Ocean about 200 kilometres from the coast of 
Western Australia. Soon after, GeoScience Australia 
reported that it was the strongest earthquake ever in 
WA. Although the earthquake was felt in many places 
around WA, there were no reports of serious damage.

Events 14 July Times Quake Magnitude   
Earthquake 1.39 pm 6.9
First aftershock 2.35 pm 4.1
Second aftershock 2.41 pm 4.0
Third aftershock 3.00 pm 3.8
Fourth aftershock 3.26 pm 5.2

How do most people 
get to Rottnest Island?
A daily ferry ride takes about 
30 minutes from Fremantle  
to Rottnest Island.

SEE

EAT
(leaves)

(roots)

(kernal)(flesh)

Are quokkas a  
threatened species?

Quokkas are listed as  
a threatened species  
for two main reasons:

•  feral predators  
such as foxes

•  loss of their  
habitat in  
many places.

» GO TO GLOSSARY (inside front 
cover) for: GeoScience, species.

Quandong
growing areas

Quandong
growing areas
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TABLE (Chapter 5) Complete the table. 

Why do most quokkas live on an island, Rottnest Island?

I think that  ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

INFERENCE QUESTION (Chapter 5)

Why are Australia’s largest mines in WA? 

I think that  ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

INQUIRY QUESTION (Chapter 8)

WRITE AND DRAW 
(Chapter 7)

Write about the Pinnacles Desert. 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Draw the limestone pillars at the 
Pinnacles Desert.

MAP AND LABELS (Chapters 5–8)

Write these placename labels on the map:

• Perth, Rottnest Island, Broome (Chapter 5)

• Wave Rock, Walpole (Chapter 6)

• Mount Augustus, The Pinnacles Desert (Chapter 7)

• Port Hedland, Kalgoorlie (Chapter 8, inside front cover)

Events 14 July Times Quake Magnitude   

Earthquake 1.39 pm

2.35 pm 4.1

Second aftershock 4.0

Third aftershock 3.00 pm

Fourth aftershock

✎

Perth

Walpole

Wave Rock
Kalgoorlie

Mount Augustus

Port Hedland

The Pinnacles 
Desert

Rottnest
Island

Broome

   most quokkas live on an island, like Rottnest 
Island, because they are protected from predators.

First aftershock
6.9

3.8
5.23.26 pm

2.41 pm

                 the largest mines are in WA because it is 

Australia’s largest state, and there are more natural resources in 

remote areas which can be mined without affecting many people.

The Pinnacles Desert is world-

famous for its very tall limestone 

pillars.

FREE
with 

6-packs

ACTIVITY SHEETS AND ANSWER SHEETS
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Very Valued Vets 
Chapter 3

A Day with Rebel the Vet

 

How does Rebel 
assess sick animals?
Step 1 First, I talk to the 
owners to find out about the 
animal’s medical history.

Step 2 Then, I examine the 
animal to see what is normal 
and what is not normal. 

Step 3 Next, I measure the 
animal’s vital signs, such as its 
heart rate and temperature. 

Step 4 Then, I use all this 
information to ask the owners 
more questions.

Step 5 After that, I list  
the possible causes for  
the animal’s sickness.  

Step 6 Next, I decide which 
tests we need to do, such as a 
blood test or an X-ray. This  
helps me work out which 
possible cause (on my list from 
Step 5) is the problem.

Step 7 Lastly, I use test 
results and my knowledge to 
choose the right treatment 
to treat the sick animal.

EARLY MORNING –  
Rebel’s chicken and dog

Rebel’s chicken and dog usually 
wake her up early in the 
morning. So she always finds 
time for a thank-you cuddle 
for their wake-up calls! 

Rebel loves  
solving problems

In Rebel’s email to the 
author of this book, she 
wrote, “I love solving 
problems! Being a vet is a great way 
to put science into action every day, to 
help animals and their owners. When I 
examine a sick animal for the first time, 
my examination includes a series of 
steps to help me solve their problem.”

After surgery, a horse 
grazes in a recovery 
area at Gambier Vets. 

Rebel enjoys seeing 
her chicken and dog 
before leaving home.

Rebel checks the health 
of a herd of cows.

AFTERNOON – Cow poo 
covers Rebel’s clothes

Sometimes, Rebel returns to  
her vet clinic wearing clean 
clothes. At other times,  
Rebel says, “When I work with 
animals, I can sometimes get 
pretty dirty and smelly!” 

MORNING – Rebel  
checks a herd of cows

Often Rebel must drive long 
distances to rural places, such 
as farms and cattle stations. 
Her vehicle is like a mobile 
vet clinic because she must be 
prepared for any kind of work.

Rebel’s pants and boots 
are sometimes covered 
in cow poo.

X-ray

test tubes

A Day With Rebel the Vet

6

Chapter 3
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»  ENGLISH «  
NONFICTION LITERACY 

The Literacy Tower Australia Pty Ltd grants permission to Primary Schools to photocopy this activity sheet.  

COMPREHENSION (literal) 

Write an answer for each question. 

Very Valued Vets 
Chapter 3 Activity

A Day with Rebel the Vet

»  ENGLISH LANGUAGE «
Curriculum Years 2–4  Grammar, Spelling, Punctuation 

Y2: ACELA1468/1471/1472/1465
Y3: ACELA1482/1827/1480; Y4: ACELA1493/1779/1828/1492

Answer ‘Yes’ or ‘No’

1. Rebel the vet loves solving problems.  ❑ Yes  ❑ No

2. In Step 1, Rebel talks to the horse to get its medical history. ❑ Yes  ❑ No

3. Rebel decides if an animal needs a blood test or an X-ray (Step 6). ❑ Yes ❑ No

4. Rebel drives long distances to farms and cattle stations. ❑ Yes ❑ No

» SCIENCE, DESIGN, ARTS «  
Curriculum Years 2–4  
Y2–4: science (ACSHE035/051/062); science (ACSSU073)
Y3–4: arts skills (ACAVAM112); graphic design (ACTDEP015)

DESIGN AND DRAW (design, arts)

CAPTION WRITING (english, science)

Write a caption about the X-ray image.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

✎

COMPREHENSION   
(inferential, synthesis)

1. Why do you think Rebel the vet has 

seven main steps to assess sick animals? 

I think  ____________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

2. How do you think Rebel decides what 

to take in her mobile vet clinic? 

I think  _________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
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✔ ✔

SPELLING  (root words, endings, suffix)

PUNCTUATION (proofread and punctuate)

at other times rebel says when I work with 

animals I can sometimes get pretty dirty 

and smelly  ______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

The phrase ‘not normal’ has the opposite  
meaning of ‘normal’. 

Write a sentence using ‘normal’ and  

‘not normal’. (See Step 2 on page 6.)  ________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Read, cover and spell each word.

solve ...............................  pretty .........................

solving .......................... dirty ............................. 
examine .....................................

examination ........................................... 

GRAMMAR (word, phrase, sentence levels)

Rewrite the sentence with its correct  
punctuation (See page 7).

Design a logo suitable for a vet clinic to 

use on their website. The vet clinic is called 

‘Vets for Pets’. Draw the logo below.

Very Valued Vets 
Chapter 3 Answers

A Day with Rebel the Vet

COMPREHENSION (literal) 

Write an answer for each question. 

»  ENGLISH LANGUAGE «
Curriculum Years 2–4  Grammar, Spelling, Punctuation 

Y2: ACELA1468/1471/1472/1465
Y3: ACELA1482/1827/1480; Y4: ACELA1493/1779/1828/1492

SPELLING  (root words, endings, suffix)

PUNCTUATION (proofread and punctuate)

at other times rebel says when I work with 

animals I can sometimes get pretty dirty 

and smelly  ______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Read, cover and spell each word.

solve ...............................  pretty .........................

solving .......................... dirty ............................. 
examine .....................................

examination ........................................... 

GRAMMAR (word, phrase, sentence levels)

Rewrite the sentence with its correct  
punctuation (See page 7).

Answer ‘Yes’ or ‘No’

1. Rebel the vet loves solving problems.  ❑ Yes  ❑ No

2. In Step 1, Rebel talks to the horse to get its medical history. ❑ Yes  ❑ No

3. Rebel decides if an animal needs a blood test or an X-ray (Step 6). ❑ Yes ❑ No

4. Rebel drives long distances to farms and cattle stations. ❑ Yes ❑ No

» SCIENCE, DESIGN, ARTS «  
Curriculum Years 2–4  
Y2–4: science (ACSHE035/051/062); science (ACSSU073)
Y3–4: arts skills (ACAVAM112); graphic design (ACTDEP015)

DESIGN AND DRAW (design, arts)

CAPTION WRITING (english, science)

Write a caption about the X-ray image.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

✎

COMPREHENSION   
(inferential, synthesis)

1. Why do you think Rebel the vet has 

seven main steps to assess sick animals? 

I think  ____________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

2. How do you think Rebel decides what 

to take in her mobile vet clinic? 

I think  _________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
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✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

(above) This is one of many X-rays 
taken of the injured horse.

         Rebel the vet has seven main 
steps to assess sick animals because 
she wants to make the right decision 
about how to treat sick animals.

         that Rebel has had a lot of vet 
experience so she knows what she must 
take in the mobile vet clinic so that she 
is prepared for all kinds of injuries and 
sicknesses.

             At other times, Rebel says, 
“When I work with animals, I can 
sometimes get pretty dirty and smelly!”

Design a logo suitable for a vet clinic to 

use on their website. The vet clinic is called 

‘Vets for Pets’. Draw the logo below.

The phrase ‘not normal’ has the opposite  
meaning of ‘normal’. 

Write a sentence using ‘normal’ and  

‘not normal’. (See Step 2 on page 6.)  ________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

In Step 2, Rebel examines an animal 
to see what is normal and what is not 
normal.
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2020 Dylan’s baby 
paper pilot!

Dylan lives in Sydney 
with his family. In 

this photo, he enjoys 
teaching his baby 

boy how to make a 
super paper plane. 

2020 James’ baby 
paper pilot!

James lives in Byron 
Bay with his family. 

In this photo, he also 
enjoys teaching his 

baby boy how to make 
a superb paper plane. 

Australia’s Paper Pilots 
are Dylan Parker (left) 
and James Norton visit 
schools to share their 
paper plane skills.

2009 A world championship
In 2009, Dylan and James represented 
Australia at a paper airplane world 
championship called ‘Paper Wings’ in Europe. 
In the semi-finals, James was the favourite 
to go through to the airtime finals and win 
the gold medal, but his plane hit a wall in the 
huge aircraft hangar, and fell to the floor! 

Dylan had designed intricate planes for  
the distance category. James explains,  
“He had trained hard to get a strong upper 
body and super strong arms and legs, so 
he could throw his plane like a javelin. In 
the distance category, there were some big, 
strong competitors. But, Dylan still came 
third, winning a bronze medal, and scored a 
world ranking with his throw of 56 metres.”

2008 Dylan and James meet
In 2008, they met by chance at a paper plane 
competition in Canberra. Dylan won the 
distance category and James won the airtime 
category. Instantly, the students became 
friends because they shared a serious interest 
in designing, making and flying paper planes. 
James says, “At university, it was not cool to 
fly paper planes. But, when I met Dylan and 
saw his suitcase full of paper plane shapes of 
every variety, I knew we’d be great friends!” 

2008 National championships
Soon after, Dylan had a serious operation on 
his brain. Dylan says, “While I was in hospital 
practising my designs, James told me we 
had made it to the national championships. 
I said, ‘This is nuts, James, is this for real?’. 
James and I won our categories.” 

2

Australia’s  
     Paper Plane Pilots

Ch
apter 1 NEW  Paper Planes to Supersonic Aircraft (Level 31+) 

Features:
✔ Australian paper pilots working in schools
✔ Flight forces, and paper plane design
✔ Australian movie, Paper Planes
✔ Supersonic aircraft (history and future).

Book $11.75 each	
SAVE 6-pack $58.75 (17% discount)

COMPREHENSION  
(recall, literal, inferential, connection, synthesis)

©COPYRIGHT THE LITERACY TOWER AUSTRALIA  PTY LTD
FREECALL 1800 733 608  |  publisher@literacytower.com.au  |  www.literacytower.com

SPELLING (rhyming words, prefixes)

Imagine you were one of the 8080 people 
throwing a paper plane at Camp Bestival. 
Write a sentence using each verb below.

• flown  ______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

• launched  _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

• promote __________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Read, cover and spell each word.

flown  ______________________________________________________________

thrown  ___________________________________________________________

performs  ______________________________________________________

premiere  ______________________________________________________

promote  ________________________________________________________  

GRAMMAR (verbs)

PUNCTUATION (Capital letters and a full stop.)

australian paper pilot dylan parker holds 
one of his favourite paper plane designs 
called the nakamura  ________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Rewrite the caption with punctuation.

✎

Make and then fly your 
paper plane with friends. 
List the flight distances for 
each paper plane.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

PROCEDURE WRITING  
(English, Arts, Science)

Write and illustrate  
a procedure for making  
a paper plane on the 
other side of this sheet.

ACTIVITY (Arts, English, Maths)

»  CURRICULUM  « Years 2–5 
Comprehension, Grammar, Spelling,  

Punctuation,  Writing, Procedure,  
Science, Maths, Arts 

The Literacy Tower Australia Pty Ltd grants permission to Primary Schools to photocopy this activity sheet. 

1. What is the title of the documentary?  ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What title would you have called the documentary?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who was inspired by Dylan Parker’s documentary? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why do you think it took 6 years for the Paper Planes 

movie to be made? _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How many paper planes did Dylan and James make 

when the movie was being made? _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Who is your favourite actor in the Paper Planes 

movie? Why? _______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Where is Camp Bestival held?  ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Why do you think 8080 paper planes were thrown to 

promote a movie about planes?  _____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paper Planes  
to Supersonic Aircraft

CHAPTER 2 
Paper Planes and Planes in Movies

Dylan Parker holds one of his favourite paper 
plane designs called the Nakamura.

COMPREHENSION  
(recall, literal, inferential, connection, synthesis)

©COPYRIGHT THE LITERACY TOWER AUSTRALIA  PTY LTD
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SPELLING (rhyming words, prefixes)

Imagine you were one of the 8080 people 
throwing a paper plane at Camp Bestival. 
Write a sentence using each verb below.

• flown  ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

• launched  ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

• promote _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Read, cover and spell each word.

flown  ______________________________________________________________

thrown  ___________________________________________________________

performs  ______________________________________________________

premiere  ______________________________________________________

promote  ________________________________________________________  

GRAMMAR (verbs)

PUNCTUATION (Capital letters and a full stop.)

australian paper pilot dylan parker holds 
one of his favourite paper plane designs 
called the nakamura  ____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rewrite the caption with punctuation.

✎

Make and then fly your 
paper plane with friends. 
List the flight distances for 
each paper plane.

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

PROCEDURE WRITING  
(English, Arts, Science)

Write and illustrate  
a procedure for making  
a paper plane on the 
other side of this sheet.

ACTIVITY (Arts, English, Maths)

»  CURRICULUM  « Years 2–5 
Comprehension, Grammar, Spelling,  

Punctuation,  Writing, Procedure,  
Science, Maths, Arts 

The Literacy Tower Australia Pty Ltd grants permission to Primary Schools to photocopy this activity sheet. 

1. What is the title of the documentary?  ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What title would you have called the documentary?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who was inspired by Dylan Parker’s documentary? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why do you think it took 6 years for the Paper Planes 

movie to be made?  ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How many paper planes did Dylan and James make 

make when the movie was being made?  _____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Who is your favourite actor in the Paper Planes 

movie? Why?  ______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Where is Camp Bestival held?  ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Why do you think 8080 paper planes were thrown to 

promote a movie about planes?  _____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paper Planes  
to Supersonic Aircraft

CHAPTER 2 
Paper Planes and Planes in Movies

Dylan Parker holds one of his favourite paper 
plane designs called the Nakamura.

The title of the documentary is ‘Fly With Me’.

Australian Paper Pilot Dylan Parker holds one  

of his favourite paper plane designs called the 

Nakamura.

	 			There	were	8080	paper	planes	flown	at	

Camp Bestival today!

  I launched my plane at the same 

time as 8079 other people.

	 								We	all	flew	paper	planes	to	promote	

the movie and have fun.

I would have called the documentary [student answer]. 

Movie director, Robert Connelly, was inspired by the documentary.

	 	 	 	I	think	it	takes	a	long	time	to	find	the	right

actors,	film	the	movie,	and	then	edit	it	before	it	is	ready	for	people	

to see it at movie theatres. 

              Dylan and James 

made more than 5000 paper planes when the movie was being made. 

    My favourite actor in Paper Planes is Ed Oxenbould

because it looked like he had lots of fun as the main character.

        Camp Bestival is held at  

Lulworth Castle in England.

       I think 8080 paper planes 

were thrown to promote the movie because it was a new, fun idea 

to	see	paper	planes	and	Dusty	the	plane	flying	at	the	same	time.
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