
3. Read, cover, spell!
Read Cover Spell
are
dog
dogs
good
help
helps
see
who
blind
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help
helps
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blind

................

................

................

................

................

................

................

................

................

Name ...............................................
Date  ...............................................

Student Response
My score for this book is ............/10.
It was a ................................... book. 

Guide Dog

1. Write a report.

Guide dogs h............. 
people who are blind.

Guide d........... also help 
people who can not see 
very well.

Guide dogs a...... trained 
to help these people.

Guide dogs are g..........
dogs.

2. Draw a guide dog. 

Activity Sheet

Level 5: Report

You’ve finished! 
What will you read next?
                          Grusilda 



Teaching Unit
Guide Dog
Level 5 Non-Fiction – Report

Curriculum Topics: English; Civics and Citizenship; 
Biological Sciences. 
Book Synopsis: an introductory report with clear 
images and text graphics featuring a guide dog 
that helps a blind person to walk around safely. 
Non-High Frequency Words: Most words are 
repeated and supported by clear images. 
High Frequency Words: Guide Dog has a high  
percentage of high frequency words. 
Comprehension: The focus is on seven levels of 
comprehension – connection, inference, importance, 
questioning, summarising, synthesis and visual. 
We advise teachers to tailor literal comprehension 
questions for each guided reading group.  

Page 2
Report – Introductory Statement
The text defines a blind person and the role 
of a guide dog.
Language Features
Repeated noun and adjective: people, blind
Digraph “gu”: guide
Comprehension – Question, Connection 
What question would you ask this blind 
person? How do you feel about this image? 
English, Technology and Arts Activity
Discuss the design and purpose of the dog’s 
harness. Students draw a guide dog wearing 
a harness.

Page 3
Report – Introductory Statement
The text provides another role for a guide dog. 
Language Features
Adverb supports first sentence on page 2: also
Adverb and adjective support second sentence on page 2: very well
Comprehension – Importance, Visual
In this image, what might be the most important job for the 
guide dog? How might the woman be feeling? Why?
English, Arts and Biological Sciences Activity
Discuss the forward position of the guide dog. Students draw 
that image from a side perspective showing the positions of 
the guide dog and the woman.

5

        REPORT

  NON-FICTION

Pages 4 and 5
Report – Description 
The text describes how dogs become guide 
dogs and why labradors are a popular breed.
Language Features
Words starting with “g”: good, guide
Word family: train, trained
Comprehension – Visual, Inference 
What has this guide dog been trained to do? 
Yes to stop and look. What else will the dog 
do to keep the woman safe? 
English, Arts, Health and Safety Activity
Draw two images of a guide dog at the road 
side – one looking to its left and the other 
looking to its right. 

Inside Front Cover: Glossary Title Page: Topic Introduction 



Gosh, aren’t guide dogs clever? I’d like to help blind 
people, too. I could be a guide dragon! 

The report ends. I love this ending because it is a 
reminder that we can all do something to help 
people with guide dogs. You can help train a dog, too.

Page 8
Report – Evaluation 
The concluding text summarises the helpful role of guide dogs.
Language Features 
Sentence subject: “Guide dogs” in the first sentence
Sentence subject: “You” in the second and third sentences
Comprehension – Visual, Inference, Summarise
How much time do you think it took to cross that road? Why? 
What would you have written about guide dogs on the last page?
English and Biological Sciences Activity  
Students write one important reason why some people need 
guide dogs. They imagine that they’re writing it for a blog.

For free book rewards, register your school with our Staircase program at www.theliteracytower.com

Jump Up! 
Level 1: Fiction
Narrative

Train Your Dog
Level 4: Non-Fiction
Exposition

Mr McFurtle Trains His Puppy
Level 16: Fiction
Narrative

Group Activity
Chart: “Guide Dogs Help”
The students illustrate either a white, black 
or light brown labrador. Write a caption, 
e.g. My black labrador is a guide dog.

Check out these other 
books for projects 
about dogs and dog 
training. 

Page 6 and 7 
Report – Description 
The text supports pages 4 and 5 by providing 
two examples of safety on footpaths and roads.
Language Features
Revise words: trained, help, people
New words: around, cross, roads, safely, walk
Comprehension – Visual, Inference
How do you think the guide dog “tells” the 
woman that it’s safe to cross the road? 
English, Health and Safety Activity  
Discuss road safety when walking and 
riding a bike or a scooter. Students choose 
a mode of transport. They draw themselves 
either walking or riding on a foot path or a bike 
path. Write a caption.

Student Activity

HISTORY

Dreana, First Guide Dog 
In 1950, Australian  

Arnold Cook brought 
Dreana, a guide dog back 
to WA after a study trip in 
the UK. In 1951, the first 
Guide Dogs Association 

was formed in Perth, and 
in other states by 1957.

Student activity sheet
(free download/PDF)


