
 
3. Read, cover, spell!
Read Cover Spell
and
bed
red
get
go
got
more
my

and
bed
red
get
go
got
more
my

................

................

................

................

................

................

................

................

Name ...............................................
Date  ...............................................

Student Response
My score for this book is ............/10.
It was a ................................... book. 

Sniff Sniff Snuffle
Snort

1. Write a Poem 

Sniff, sniff, snuffle, snort.
I’ve got a c.......... today.

Sniff, sniff, snuffle, sn......
I want to go a........ play.

S.........., sniff, snuffle, snort.
I can’t g...... out of bed.

Sniff, sniff, sn.............., snort.
My throat is sore and r.......!

2. Draw the boy sneeze.

Activity Sheet

Level 6: Verse

You’ve finished! 
What will you read next?
                          Grusilda 

Snort

Sniff 
Sniff
Snuff le
Snort

Sneeze!



Teaching Unit
Sniff Sniff Snuffle Snort
Level 6 Fiction – Narrative Verse

Curriculum Topics: English; Health.
Book Synopsis: A verse about a boy who finds 
himself suffering from the symptoms of a bad cold.
Non-High Frequency Words: All words are 
decodable and supported by clear images. 
High Frequency Words: Sniff Sniff Snuffle Snort 
has a low percentage of high frequency words, 
but a high percentage of repeated text. 
Comprehension: The Teaching Unit’s focus is on 
seven areas of comprehension – connection, 
inference, importance, questioning, summarising, 
synthesis and visual. We advise teachers to tailor 
literal comprehension questions for each group. 

 

Page 2
Narrative Verse – Orientation
Introduce the character, place and purpose.
Language Features
Alliteration: sniff, sniff, snuffle, snort
Contraction: I’ve
Comprehension – Inference, Visual
Imagine you had to write the words for this 
illustration. What would you say? (Infer that 
he may have a cold or an allergy.)
English, Health and Arts Activity 
Discuss some ways to improve the feelings of 
sickness when suffering from a cold. Write a 
caption for a group chart, e.g. stay in bed, 
eat fruit, drink water. Illustrate their caption.

Page 3
Narrative Verse – Orientation
The first verse concludes setting of the scene.
Language Features
Contraction: I’ll (“I’ve” on page 2)
Revise alliteration: sniff, sniff, snuffle, snort 
Rhyming words: stay (“today” on page 2)
Comprehension – Importance, Connection, Inference
Describe a time when you had a cold. What did it prevent you from 
doing? Do you think the character has had a cold before? Why? 
English, Arts and Health Activity
Draw a poster for the boy’s bedroom wall – one that’s designed 
to help him feel happier.

Pages 4 and 5
Narrative Verse – Complication
The character shows his red, sore throat to 
reinforce that he is very sick.
Language Features
Rhyming words: sore, more
Word starting with “thr”: throat
Words ending with “s”: looks, gets, runs
Comprehension – Visual, Inference, Synthesis
What may have caused his throat to feel so sore?  
Imagine if the boy can not go to sports day. What 
might he say in a text message to his friends?
English and Arts Activity
Students design a colourful tissue box that 
would help sick people feel better.
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Page 3
Narrative Verse – Orientation
The first verse concludes setting of the scene.
Language Features
Contraction: I’ll (“I’ve” on page 2)
Revise alliteration: sniff, sniff, snuffle, snort 
Rhyming words: stay (“today” on page 2)
Comprehension – Importance, Connection, Inference
Describe a time when you had a cold. What did it prevent you from 
doing? Do you think the character has had a cold before? Why? 
English, Arts and Health Activity
Draw a poster for the boy’s bedroom wall – one that’s designed 
to help him feel happier.

The narrative verse continues, but the boy appears 
to be feeling worse. I feel really sorry for him!

The narrative verse ends. I got a fright when I read  
this ending. But imagine how loud my dragon sneeze 
sounds!

Page 8
Narrative Verse – Resolution and Coda 
The boy’s great big sneeze serves to remind students that perhaps 
they should stay in bed to prevent spreading any germs to others.
Language Features 
Punctuation: ellipses (also on page 7)
Rhyming words: sneeze (“please” on page 6)
Comprehension – Connection, Synthesise
Imagine the boy did a great big cough at the end of the verse.  
What word or words might the author have used to end the verse? 
English, Health and Arts Activity 
Students mime the verse. Then they draw Grusilda the dragon 
sneezing from her bed.

For free book rewards, register your school with our Staircase program at www.theliteracytower.com

Scooter Safety
Level 7: Non-fiction, 
Report

I’ve Got the Runniest Nose
Level 16: Fiction,
Narrative

I’ve Got the Hiccups!
Level 19: Fiction, 
Narrative

Group Activity
Chart: “Sniff, Snuffle, Snort, Sneeze”
In a four-panel cartoon format, students 
draw a sequence of pictures to accompany 
the four words – sniff, snuffle, snort, sneeze.

Check out these other 
books for projects on 
health and safety.

Pages 6 and 7
Narrative Verse – Event  
The character’s feeling of sickness heightens. 
Language Features
Punctuation: exclamation mark
Words with blends and digraphs: quick, bring, 
please, great, sniff, snuffle, snort
Comprehension – Connection, Visual
What would you say and do if you were in bed 
with a very bad cold? Look at the illustration on 
page 7. What do you think is about to happen? 
What might be the last word in this verse?
English, Health and Mathematics Activity  
Students copy the square-patterned bed linen, 
and add fruit symbols in each square.

Student Activity

HEALTH

Catching Colds
American Benjamin  

Franklin (1706–1790) is 
credited with being the 
first person to work out 

how a cold is passed from 
person to person, i.e. 

germs passed between 
people sharing small 

enclosed spaces.

Student activity sheet
(free download/PDF)


