
go
by
fly
sky 
moon
soon
me
sea
we’ll
we’re

You’ve finished! 
What will you read next?
                          Grusilda 

Name ...............................................
Date  ...............................................

Student Response
My score for this book is ............/10.
It was a ................................... book. 

3. Read, cover, spell!
Read Cover Spell
go
by
fly
sky 
moon
soon
me
sea
we’ll
we’re
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................

................

................

All Aboard Our 
Airship

1. Write a verse. 

Our airship floats in the sk....

We’ll f....... and watch 
the world g.... by.

Our air....... flies above the s........

We’re flying, fly......,
you and m......

Our airship flies by the light  
of the m.....n.

You know we’.... get home  
very s.....n.

2. Draw your airship 
above the moon.

Activity Sheet

Level 10: Verse



Inside Front Cover: Glossary Title Page: Story Introduction 

Teaching Unit
All Aboard Our Airship
Level 10 Fiction – Verse

Curriculum: English; Technology; Science; Geography
Book Synopsis: Children share an airship adventure 
through different environments and weather. 
Non-High Frequency Words: The word count is 
less than in other books at this level to assist  
students with words that are not repeated often. 
The rhythm and rhyming words will also help them. 
High Frequency Words: All Aboard Our Airship has 
an average percentage of high frequency words. 
Comprehension: The Teaching Unit’s focus is on 
seven areas of comprehension – connection, 
inference, importance, questioning, summarising, 
synthesis and visual. We advise teachers to tailor 
literal comprehension questions for each group.  

Page 2
Verse – Orientation
Introduce the characters, time and place.
Language Features
“When” illustration: shows daytime
“Who” words: We’re
“How” words: floating
“Where” words: in the sky
“What” words: airship
Comprehension – Inference, Visual
Discuss airships. What kind of weather might 
be good for flying in an airship? Where might 
they go in the world?
English, Technology and Arts Activity 
Students design a kid-friendly-looking airship. 
Write a caption or sentence about it.

Page 3
Verse – Orientation
Introduce the characters’ purpose.
Language Features
Rhyming words: by (“sky” on page 2)
Synonyms: drift (“floating” on page 2)
Words starting with “w”: we’ll, winds, watch, world (“we’re” 
on page 2)
Comprehension – Connection, Inference
Where do you think the winds will take the airship next? 
Where would you want to go in the world? 
English, Geography and Arts Activity
Students draw a world globe/map. Draw an airship on the 
globe/map. Write a caption, e.g. My airship is in Queensland.

Pages 4 and 5
Verse – Event 
The winds take the airship high above the sea.
Language Features
Contractions: we’re, there’s, it’s
Words starting with “a”: airship, and, above, 
around
Words starting with “fl”: flying (“floating” page 2)
Comprehension – Importance, Question
What would be some important things to pack for 
an airship adventure that takes you over the sea? 
If you were a TV reporter interviewing the  
characters via their mobile phone, what 
question(s) would you ask? Why?
English, Arts, Health and Safety Activity
Students redraw the illustration showing safety 
gear required for travelling over the sea, e.g. life 
jackets, lifeboat, lifebuoys, water container.
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For free book rewards, register your school with our Staircase program at www.theliteracytower.com

Student Activity
Student activity sheet
(free download/PDF)

That looks like a nice place. I wonder if there’s 
room for a teeny-weeny dragon in the airship?

I think it adds to the verse that the children don’t 
know where they’re going. It’s nice to have a little 
bit of mystery, don’t you think?

Page 8
Verse – Conclusion
The adventure continues into the snowy night.
Language Features
Contractions: don’t, we’ll, we’re (“there’s”, “it’s” pp. 4–5)
Descriptive phrase: by the light of the moon
Rhyming words: moon, soon
Comprehension – Summarise, Synthesise, Inference
How many hours do you think the children have been travelling in 
their airship? What’s an exciting place where they might end up?  
English, Arts, Science and Geography Activity  
Discuss the climate in that environment.  
Redraw the illustration showing  
the children wearing warm  
clothes or pyjamas.

Pages 6 and 7
Verse – Event 
The airship takes the children to the east and west.
Language Features
Adjectives and nouns: new land; green grass
Direction words: east, west
Irregular rhyming words: breeze, trees
Words starting with “fl”: fly (“flying” page 4; 
“floating” page 2) 
Comprehension – Visual, Connection
Where has the breeze taken them? Does it remind 
you of a place that you go to? Describe that place.
English, Arts and Geography Activity  
Discuss east and west. Draw an airship “travelling” 
to the east and one facing west. Write two  
captions, e.g. The airship is flying east. The airship 
is flying west.

Jim Jackson Brave Lone 
Explorer 
Level 8: Fiction, 
Recount

A World of Gold
Level 13: Non-Fiction, 
Personal Recount

A Merry Band of Pirate Mice
Level 15: Fiction, 
Verse

Group Activity
Chart: “Our Airship Adventure”
Prepare a chart showing the environments 
covered in the book. Students glue their  
airship designs, from the page 2 activity,  
to one of the environments.

Check out these other 
books for projects 
about adventures  
to different places.

Airships
Airships were a form 

of transport in the 1920s 
and 30s. They floated 

because their balloons 
were filled with helium or 

hydrogen, which are lighter 
than air. Unfortunately, they 

are also very explosive!


