
are
big
ice
iceberg
icebergs
live
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seals
very

You’ve finished! 
What will you read next?
                          Grusilda 

Name ...............................................
Date  ...............................................

Student Response
My score for this book is ............/10.
It was a ................................... book. 

3. Read, cover, spell!
Read Cover Spell
are
big
ice
iceberg
icebergs
live
sea
seals
very
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................

................

Iceberg Life

1. My Report on Icebergs

Icebergs are very b........

Icebergs are very big 
chunks of i.........

Icebergs are very big  
chunks of ice in the s.........

Polar bears live on ice............

Penguins l........ on icebergs.

S.......... live on icebergs.

Other animals live
on ..........bergs, too.

Icebergs a........ amazing!

2. Draw a polar bear 
on an iceberg. 

Activity Sheet

Level 9: Report



Inside Front Cover: Glossary Title Page: Topic Introduction 

Teaching Unit
Iceberg Life 
Level 9 Non-Fiction – Report

Curriculum Topics: English; Science; Geography
Book Synopsis: A report on icebergs and iceberg 
life. The even-numbered pages are written for Level 9. 
The captions and labels on the odd-numbered pages  
provide support information at a slightly higher level.
Non-High Frequency Words: Many content words  
are repeated and supported by clear images. 
High Frequency Words: Iceberg Life has an above 
average percentage of high frequency words. 
Comprehension: The Teaching Unit’s focus is on 
seven areas of comprehension – connection, 
inference, importance, questioning, summarising, 
synthesis and visual. We advise teachers to tailor 
literal comprehension questions for each group.  

Page 2
Report – Introductory Statement
Icebergs are defined from basic physical science 
and biological science perspectives.
Language Features
Descriptive phrase: very big chunks of ice
Question-and-answer format: separates text to 
support students.
Word family: ice, icebergs
Comprehension – Inference, Visual
How would you describe an iceberg to someone 
who has never seen one? What can you tell about 
icebergs from the image on page 3? 
English, Arts and Science Activity 
Discuss what would happen if the iceberg in the 
image broke into two smaller icebergs. Students 
predict and draw their shapes.

Page 3
Report – Introductory Statement Support 
Captions, labels, maps and image support page 2 content.
Language Features
Antonyms: top (of Earth); bottom (of Earth)
Labels: for satellite images
Place names: Arctic, Antarctic
Comprehension – Inference, Question
What question would you ask a scientist about why most of 
an iceberg is under the water? What might be the answer?
English, Arts and Science Activity
Draw an illustration of the image on page 3. Write two  
captions next to the correct part of the iceberg, e.g. “The 
iceberg above the water.” and “The iceberg under the water.”

Pages 4 and 5
Report – Description
Describes what lives on and around icebergs in the 
Antarctic – supports the map on page 3.
Language Features
Captions: page 5
Prepositions: on, around, under
Repeated key words: penguins, swim, wings
Place name: Antarctic
Comprehension – Inference, Connection, Visual 
What are some differences between penguins 
and many other birds? If you were close to a 
group of penguins, what would you do or think?
English, Arts and Science Activity
Students choose to draw one penguin activity 
and write a simplified sentence, e.g. “This penguin 
is on an iceberg.”; “Penguins go under the water.”; 
“This penguin can swim fast.”; “Penguins use their 
wings to swim.”

9

         REPORT

   NON-FICTION



SCIENCE

For free book rewards, register your school with our Staircase program at www.theliteracytower.com

Student Activity
Student activity sheet
(free download/PDF)

Polar bears look cute and cuddly but they’re not! 
Even this dragon would be wary near a polar bear!

Wow ... I wonder if I could live on an iceberg with 
all those amazing animals! Maybe not. I’m sure my 
breath would melt their environment!

Page 8
Report – Description and Evaluation
Describes other animals that live on and around icebergs. 
An evaluation from the writer concludes the report. 
Language Features
Singular and plural nouns: animals on page 8
Subheading: Other Iceberg Life 
Text and Image Order: The images are in the same order 
as they appear in the text for student support.  
Comprehension – Summarise, Synthesise
Of all the animals in the book, which one is the most amazing 
to you? Can you imagine the sounds if all of those animals 
were together on or around an iceberg?
English, Maths and Arts Activity
Draw a small cameo of each 
animal and order from the 
smallest to the biggest.

Pages 6 and 7
Report – Description
Describes what lives on and around icebergs in 
the Arctic – follows on from the page 3 map.
Language Features
Paragraph and caption topics: the subjects are 
the same as on page 4 and 5 to provide support. 
Paragraph 1: Where the polar bears live.
Paragraph 2: What the polar bears eat.
Captions on page 7: How and why polar bears swim.
Comprehension – Inference, Importance 
Why is it important for polar bears to be able to 
swim? Why do you think icebergs melt? 
English, Geography and Arts Activity  
Revise that the Arctic is at the top of Earth in the 
Northern hemisphere. Students draw a polar bear 
on an iceberg. Write a sentence, e.g. My polar 
bear is on an Arctic iceberg.

Snow 
Level 8: Non-Fiction, 
Description

The Penguin Race 
Level 9: Fiction, 
Narratives

Birds, Birds, Birds, Birds
Level 10: Non-Fiction, 
Description

Group Activity
“Life On Our Iceberg” 
Make a large model of an iceberg from 
natural materials. Paint and/or cover in 
cotton wool. Illustrate or find images of the 
animals from the book. Add to the iceberg.

Check out these other 
books for projects 
about penguins and 
cold environments.

Big Icebergs
The biggest iceberg 

ever recorded broke off 
Antarctica in 2000. It was 
295 kilometres long and 

37 kilometres wide! 
The iceberg broke up over 

the next few years, but 
parts of it didn’t melt 

for over ten years!


