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Student Response
My score for this book is ............/10.
It was a ................................... book. 

Train Your Dog!

1. We should train dogs!

Dogs should be trained.

Dogs should be trained 
to be good d.......... .

Dogs should be trained 
t..... sit.
 
Dogs should b.... trained 
to stay.

 
A trained d....... is  
a good dog!

2. Draw a dog doing  
a high five. 

Activity Sheet

Level 4: Exposition

You’ve finished! 
What will you read next?
                          Grusilda 



Teaching Unit
Train Your Dog!
Level 4 Non-Fiction – Exposition

Curriculum Topics: English; Biological Sciences; 
Civics and Citizenship (dog-ownership laws). 
Book Synopsis: An introductory exposition  
with clear visual and textual arguments to support 
how and why dog owners should train their dogs. 
Non-High Frequency Words: Most words are 
repeated and supported by clear images. 
High Frequency Words: Train Your Dog! has a 
high percentage of high frequency words. 
Comprehension: The focus is on seven levels of 
comprehension – connection, inference, importance, 
questioning, summarising, synthesis and visual. 
We advise teachers to tailor literal comprehension 
questions for each guided reading group. 
 

Page 2
Exposition – Introduce the Issue or Position 
An introductory statement about dog  
training as an important community issue.
Language Features
Exposition statement language: Everyone 
should train their dog to be a good dog.
Compound word: everyone
Comprehension – Inference, Connection 
Why do you think dogs need to be trained 
to be good dogs? 
English, Arts, Civics and Citizenship Activity
Discuss dog ownership rules and laws. List 
them on a chart. Students illustrate the chart.

Page 3
Exposition – Introduce the Issue or Position (Continued) 
The introductory statement continues with a reference to puppies. 
Language Features
Repetition of page 2 text: “puppy”  replaces “dog”
Adjective and noun: good puppy (“good dog” on page 2)
Comprehension – Inference, Synthesise
When might it be best to start training dogs, as puppies or fully 
grown dogs? Why? Would dog owners need training, too? Why?
English, Arts, Civics and Citizenship Activity
Students choose one rule or law. They rewrite and illustrate 
the rule, e.g. Walk dogs with a leash at the park.

4

      EXPOSITION

  NON-FICTION

Pages 4 and 5
Exposition – Argument 
Two children use body language to show how 
they train their dogs to stay and sit.
Language Features
Word family: training (“train” on pages 2–3)
Possessive adjectives: boy and his dog; girl 
and her dog
Comprehension – Visual, Inference
Compare the two images. How are the train-
ing actions the same or different? Why do you 
think they put a flat hand in front of the dogs?
English and Arts Activity
Role play jobs where people use hand and arm 
actions, e.g. traffic controllers. 

Inside Front Cover: Glossary Title Page: Topic Introduction 



The exposition continues with important ways for 
training dogs. I need training sometimes, too!

The exposition ends. I love this ending because the 
dog is training a human to do a high five. I would like 
to learn how to do a high five, too.

Page 8
Exposition  – Conclusion 
The writer concludes with a humourous statement, that  
perhaps dogs can train humans! 
Language Features 
Revise word family: train ( “training” on pages 4–7)
Word usage: to, too 
Comprehension – Visual, Inference
The dog is doing a high five. Describe what the dog is doing, 
e.g. The dog is pressing its paw against the person’s hand. 
Can you see its claws? Should its claws be clipped? Why?
English, Science, Maths and Arts Activity  
Show an image of a dog’s paw. With the students, count six 
pads, four front claws and one dew claw. 
Draw and label a dog’s paw.

For free book rewards, register your school with our Staircase program at www.theliteracytower.com

Jump Up! 
Level 1: Fiction
Narrative

Guide Dog
Level 5: Non-Fiction
Report

Mr McFurtle Trains His Puppy 
Level 16: Fiction
Narrative

Group Activity
Chart: “Our Dog Training Commands”
The students choose to illustrate one dog 
being trained to do one command, e.g. sit, 
stay, fetch, come. Write a label or caption.

Check out these other 
books for projects 
about dogs and dog 
training. 

Pages 6 and 7
Exposition – Argument  
Children and their families train their dogs.
Language Features
Revise possessive adjectives and nouns: boy 
and his mum; girl and her mum; their dog
Comprehension – Question, Inference
Just for fun, think about what question do 
you think the dogs might want to ask the 
boy and the girl? Why?
English, Health and Safety Activity  
Discuss suitable locations for training dogs, 
e.g. in quiet places to enable them to hear 
instructions clearly.

Student Activity

DOG HEALTH

Paw and Claw Care 
A dog’s paws cushion 
and protect its joints. 

Check them regularly to 
ensure that no pebbles 
or splinters are lodged 

there. A vet or dog 
groomer can keep 

their thick claws short.

Student activity sheet
(free download/PDF)


