
NEED HELP? Look at the flags on page 8 
to help you with some ideas for your flag.

Grusilda, the Literacy Tower’s dragon 

Name ...............................................
Date  ...............................................

Student Response
My score for this book is ............/10.
It was a ................................... book. 

Anzac Day
Why We Wear Poppies

Activity Sheet

Level 15: Explanation

1. Design a new flag 
just for Anzac Day.

 

2. I like my new flag 
because ............................

............................................

............................................

3. Draw an Anzac Day 
poster with poppies. 
See page 4 in the book 
for some ideas.

................

................

................

................

................

................

................

................

................

4. Read, cover, spell!
Read Cover Spell
ANZAC
Day
April
red
flowers
poppy 
poppies
people
children

ANZAC
Day
April
red
flowers
poppy 
poppies
people
children



Teaching Unit
Anzac Day
Level 15 Non-Fiction – Historical Explanation
Curriculum Links: English; History; Sciences.
Book Synopsis: An introductory level explanation of why people wear 
poppies on Anzac Day. Mini reports explain why Anzac Day is important.
Teacher to Prepare: Given the sensitivity of the topic, it is suggested 
teachers read pages 2–4 to the students to set the scene and provide 
additional information and support relevant to suit their needs. 
Content Vocabulary From pages 4–8 most content words are repeated 
throughout the text. The text is supported by clear images, designs,  
subheadings and captions in a relatable context. 
Comprehension: Fewer literal comprehension questions are provided 
as the focus is on higher levels of factual comprehension. Teachers can 
also adapt the questions to suit individual or group needs.

 
Page 2
Introductory Level Report – Teacher to Read
Given the sensitivity of the topic, it is suggested 
teachers read pages 2–4 to students.
Language Features
•	 First	line	of	text:	red	and	large	for	emphasis.
•	 Date in numerals and text: 25th of April.
•	 People: Australians; New Zealanders. (Teach 
 “Australia” and its citizens, “Australians”.)
•	 Capital letters: e.g. Anzac Day; Australians.
•	 Adjectives and nouns: small red flowers
•	 Singular and plural: poppy; poppies.
Comprehension: Literal, Inference, Visual
What date is Anzac Day? Find it on a 
calendar. What could you draw or write on 
the calendar to show that it is Anzac Day?
English, Arts and History Activity  
Draw yourself wearing a red poppy. Write “I am 
wearing a red poppy on Anzac Day.”

Page 3
Introductory Level Explanation –  History
Given the sensitivity of the topic, it is suggested teachers read pages 
2–4 to students. 
Language Features 
•	 Revise date in numerals and text: 25th of April (twice on page 3).
•	 Repeated year and place: 1915 (twice); Gallipoli (three times).
•	 Revise capital letters for names: e.g. Australia; Gallipoli; Anzacs.
Comprehension: Literal, Visual, Importance, Inference
Where did soldiers go on 25th April 1915? Who were the Anzacs? 
Why is Anzac Day an important day? Discuss that people don’t like 
times of war – but sometimes things happen around the world. And, 
at those times Australia wants to support its friendly countries. 
English, Arts and History Activity  
Write and design a thank-you poster with poppies. Write a sentence  
such as, “Thank you Anzacs on Anzac Day.”

Page 4
Introductory Level Explanation –  History
Given the sensitivity of the topic, it is suggested  
teachers read pages 2–4 to students.  
Language Features
•	 Red colour-coded key word in subheading. 
•	 Action verbs starting with “gr”: grew; grow.
•	 Repeated words: battlefields (twice).
•	 Revise adjective and noun: red flowers (twice).
Comprehension – Literal, Connection, Synthesis 
Discuss the poster design and message. What 
might you write on this poster? Why do you think 
poppies still grow on an old battlefield?
English, Arts, History and Sciences Activity
Write and design a poster about why we wear 
poppies. Write a slogan such as, “Please wear 
red poppies on Anzac Day.”
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A World of Gold
Level 13: Non-Fiction
Personal Recount

Australia’s Outback 
Level 20: Non-Fiction
Description

Places: What’s in a Name?
Level 30: Non-Fiction
Explanation

Teaching Unit
Anzac Day
Level 15 Non-Fiction – Historical Explanation
Curriculum Links: English; History; Sciences.
Book Synopsis: An introductory level explanation of why people wear 
poppies on Anzac Day. Mini reports explain why Anzac Day is important.
Teacher to Prepare: Given the sensitivity of the topic, it is suggested 
teachers read pages 2–4 to the students to set the scene and provide 
additional information and support relevant to suit their needs. 
Content Vocabulary From pages 4–8 most content words are repeated 
throughout the text. The text is supported by clear images, designs,  
subheadings and captions in a relatable context. 
Comprehension: Fewer literal comprehension questions are provided 
as the focus is on higher levels of factual comprehension. Teachers can 
also adapt the questions to suit individual or group needs.

 

Check out these other 
books for projects 
about Australian 
History.

Pages 7 and 8
Introductory Level Response – Modern-Day Context
Today, people feel proud to wear poppies on Anzac Day as 
a way to remember brave men and women who went to the 
First World War and other wars and conflicts since. 
Language Features
•	 Image	with	Symbols:	discuss	why	this	image	supports	the	text	
 on page 7.
•	 Revise	key	words	from	page	6:	poppies;	people;	men	and	women;		
 money; raised; need.
•	 Captions:	read	and	discuss	the	style	of	the	captions,	i.e.	
 not complete sentences.
Comprehension – Visual, Connection, Summarising
Look at both flags on page 8. What’s the same and what’s 
different? Why should we buy and wear a poppy on Anzac Day? 
Who might be the people we help today? Read the last paragraph to 
the students. What did the author mean by the last paragraph?
English, History and Arts Activity  
Write and design a poster for your school to remind people  
of Anzac Day on 25th April.

ExTRA INFoRmATIoN

5000 Poppies for  
Remembrance Day

An Australian-inspired community 
project was begun in 2013 by Lynn 
Berry and Margaret Knight. For 
Remembrance Day in 2013, they 
planned to crochet 120 poppies  
to “plant” around the 14/32nd  
Battalion’s tree in the Avenue  
of Honour at the Shrine of  
Remembrance in Melbourne. 

By Remembrance Day 2013, 
more than 5 000 poppies had been 
made and sent to to the project.   
In 2014, more than 52 000 poppies 
were sent in. Today, more than  
250 000 poppies are sent from 
around the world, from children 
as young as two years old to 
people aged 102 years old! 

Pages 5 and 6
Introductory Level Explanation – Continued from Page 4
Introduce this with a summary, e.g. Although this is a sad 
story that really happened in France, it is also about a kind 
woman who helped thousands children after the war. Write 
“France”, “Madame Guérin” and “children” on a chart. 
Language Features 
•	 Explanation sentence beginnings: After the war; Soon; 
 In 1921.
•	 Summary	Explanation	Paragraph:	see	page	6.
•	 Repeated	content	words:	children	(6);	poppies	(6);	 
 people (2); France (2).
•	 Adjective and noun: red poppies; silk poppies;  
 brave men and women.
•	 Number words: thousands (of children); one million (poppies).
•	 Words starting with “p”: poppies; poppy; paper; poor; poster; 
 popular; people. 
Comprehension – Literal, Visual, Inference, Connection, Question
What were the poppies made out of? Look at the old silk poppy on 
page	6.	What	year	is	on	the	tag?	Find	that	year	in	the	main	text	(it’s	
adjacent to the image). If you could have met Madame Guérin, what 
question would you ask her? Why?  
English, Arts and History Activity  
Write and design a poster to remember the children in France.
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