
 
3. Read, cover, spell!
Read Cover Spell
and
for
friends
I
so
was
wish
with

and
for
friends
I
so
was
wish
with

................

................

................

................

................

................

................

................

Name ...............................................
Date  ...............................................

Student Response
My score for this book is ............/10.
It was a ................................... book. 

I Wish I Was  
an Elf

1. Write a Verse 

I wish I w.....  an elf!

W.......  shoes so red,

And hair s.....  green,

And many more fr............ 

than .....  have ever seen! 

2. Draw an elf on  
a shelf! 

Activity Sheet

Level 4: Verse

You’ve finished! 
What will you read next?
                          Grusilda 



Teaching Unit
I Wish I Was an Elf
Level 4 Fiction – Verse

Curriculum Topics: English; Civics and Citizenship; 
History.
Book Synopsis: This fun verse features a boy who 
dreams about the fun he’d have if he was an elf.
Non-High Frequency Words: All words are 
decodable and supported by clear images. 
High Frequency Words: I Wish I Was an Elf has 
a high percentage of high frequency words. 
Comprehension: The Teaching Unit’s focus is on 
seven areas of comprehension – connection, 
inference, importance, questioning, summarising,  
synthesis and visual. We advise teachers to tailor 
literal comprehension questions for each group.  

 

Page 2
Verse – Orientation
Introduce character, place and purpose.
Language Features
Word ending with “sh”: wish
Word ending with “lf”: elf
Words starting with “w”: wish, was
Comprehension – Inference 
What do you think happened that made the 
boy wish he was an elf? For example, could 
he have read a particular kind of story?
English and Arts Activity
Discuss fantasy characters from books, 
TV shows, movies, that are small in size, 
e.g. Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.

Page 3
Verse – Description 
Describes the character’s fantasy character.
Language Features
Revise words ending with “lf”: half (“elf” on page 2)
Measurement phrase: “half as tall”
Comprehension – Connection, Visualise
Would you want a body half as tall – just like the elf? Why? 
How would you feel if you were an elf for one day ... or more?
English, Maths and Arts Activity
In pairs, the students stand tall and measure their body height
– total and half. Draw their body and a body half as tall. Write 
the measurements on their drawing.
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Pages 4 and 5
Verse – Description
The elf character describes more features. 
Language Features
Colour adjectives and nouns: green hair; 
bright red shoes
Words starting with “gr”: green, growing
Rhyming words: small (“tall” on page 3) 
Comprehension – Synthesise, Connection
Explain what is believable and unbelievable 
about this verse. Would you want green hair?
English and Arts Activity
Discuss and then role play the actions and 
speech for the elf character. 
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Page 3
Verse – Description 
Describes the character’s fantasy character.
Language Features
Revise words ending with “lf”: half (“elf” on page 2)
Measurement phrase: “half as tall”
Comprehension – Connection, Visualise
Would you want a body half as tall – just like the elf? Why? 
How would you feel if you were an elf for one day ... or more?
English, Maths and Arts Activity
In pairs, the students stand tall and measure their body height
– total and half. Draw their body and a body half as tall. Write 
the measurements on their drawing.

The verse continues with more elf wishes.  
I wish I was an elf dragon!   

The verse ends. I love this ending because the boy 
is still dreaming of his life as an elf. Me too!

Page 8
Verse  – Conclusion 
The elf ends this verse with an elfin afternoon tea.
Language Features
Punctuation: exclamation mark
Revise contraction: we’d 
Rhyming words: tea (“me” on page 6)
Comprehension – Question, Summarise
What questions would you like to ask the elf, and his friends?  
How would you have ended the verse?
English, Health and Arts Activity  
Discuss and describe healthy elfin food for afternoon tea. 
Write and illustrate a menu called “Elfin Food Menu”.

For free book rewards, register your school with our Staircase program at www.theliteracytower.com
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Grusilda
Level 2: Fiction,  
Narrative Verse

Happy Halloween 
Level 4: Non-Fiction, 
Description

What’s Hickory Dickory Dock?
Level 9: Non-Fiction
Explanation

Group Activity
Chart: “Our Elf Costumes”
Illustrate elves with the same (or different) 
clothing designs, and colours. Label each 
costume, e.g. My astronaut elf, My clown elf.

Check out these other 
books for projects on 
fantasy, and nursery 
rhymes. See my book!

Pages 6 and 7
Verse – an Event
The boy wishes he was an elf but he must 
have his friends, too. 
Language Features
Contraction: we’d
Words ending with “lf”: elf, myself
Words starting with “l”: laugh, long
Comprehension – Importance, Synthesise
Why was it important for the elf to have 
his friends around? Would his friends have 
to be elves, too? Why?
English and Physical Education Activity  
Imagine and create new games suitable 
for the elf characters to play. 

Student Activity

FA
IRYTALE

Elves
The Elves and the Shoe-

maker was written in 
1806 by the Grimm 

brothers. It is about two 
elves who sew leather 
shoes selfllessly each 
night to make a poor 

shoemaker rich.

Student activity sheet
(free download/PDF)


