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You’ve finished! 
What will you read next?
                          Grusilda 

Name ...............................................
Date  ...............................................

Student Response
My score for this book is ............/10.
It was a ................................... book. 

Activity Sheet

Level 1: Report

Birthday Cake

1. Write a report.

Everyone likes birthday c............

One year olds l.......... 
birthday cakes.

Two year olds l........... 
birthday cakes.

Three year olds l........... 
birthday cakes.

Everyone l........... 
birthday cakes.

2. Draw a birthday 
cake that you would 
like. 

3. Read, cover, spell!
Read Cover Spell
he
is he
she she
like like 
likes likes
one one
two two
three three
this this 
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        REPORT

  NON-FICTION

Inside Front Cover: Glossary Title Page: Topic Introduction 

Teaching Ideas
Birthday Cake
Level 1 Non-fiction – Report (introductory)

Curriculum Topics: English; Health.
Book Synopsis: This book celebrates the role of 
birthday cakes at birthday parties from age one to 
three and, by page 8, children of all ages. 
Non-High Frequency Words: All words are 
decodable and supported by clear images.
High Frequency Words: Birthday Cake has a high 
percentage of high frequency words. Most are 
repeated on each page. 
Comprehension: The Teaching Unit’s focus is on 
seven areas of comprehension – connection, 
inference, importance, questioning, summarising, 
synthesis and visual. We advise teachers to tailor 
literal comprehension questions for each group. 
 

Page 2
Report – Opening Statement
Establish subject and time.
Language Features
Age vocabulary: baby
Number word: one
Simple sentence construction: This baby is 
one year old. 
Comprehension – Importance
What’s more important at birthday parties 
– cake, food, presents, family and friends?
Literature and Maths Activity
Rewrite the sentence as if you were writing 
about your puppy’s first birthday.

Page 3
Report – Description  
Describes that the baby likes birthday cake.
Language Features
Pronoun: he (in place of “The baby”) 
Verb: likes
Words starting with “b”: birthday (“baby” on page 2)
Comprehension – Inferential
Look at the image, how can you tell that it is the baby’s  
first birthday? 
Literature and Arts Activity
Dramatise eating the birthday cake with your hands and  
describe how it tastes to the group.

Pages 4 and 5
Report – Statement and Description 
Similar text and same language structure as 
on pages 2 and 3 supports beginning readers.
Language Features
Number word: two
Plural: years
Pronoun: she
Comprehension – Visual
Look at the girl’s image. Compare how she 
eats her birthday cake to the one-year-old 
baby.  
Literature, Maths and Arts Activity
Imagine a two-level birthday cake.  
Draw how you would decorate each level.



For free book rewards, register your school with our Staircase program at www.theliteracytower.com

Student Activity
Student activity sheet
(free download/PDF)

Page 3
Report – Description  
Describes that the baby likes birthday cake.
Language Features
Pronoun: he (in place of “The baby”) 
Verb: likes
Words starting with “b”: birthday (“baby” on page 2)
Comprehension – Inferential
Look at the image, how can you tell that it is the baby’s  
first birthday? 
Literature and Arts Activity
Dramatise eating the birthday cake with your hands and  
describe how it tastes to the group.

Page 8
Report – Concluding Statement 
Similar text and same language structure as previous pages 
supports beginning readers.
Language Features
Pronouns: everyone (collective); he and she (revise) 
Comprehension – Synthesise and Summarise
If you were the author what would you write if one of the 
pages was about you with your sixth birthday cake? 
Literature and Arts Activity  
Describe and draw your dream birthday cake for the chart.

Pages 6 and 7
Report – Statement and Description 
Similar text and same language structure as 
previous pages supports beginning readers.
Language Features
Number word: three
Revise plural: years
Pronoun: he
Comprehension – Inferential, Visual
Why do you think the boy is looking at the 
cake? What thoughts might be in his mind? 
Arts and Health Activity  
Discuss what you could add to a birthday cake 
to make it healthier.

The report continues in consecutive order with 
the birthday cake of a three year-olds’ birthday.

The report ends. I love this ending because most of us 
love to eat birthday cakes! But I love birthday cakes 
with extra candles so I can keep lighting them.

Group Activity
Chart: “Our Dream Birthday Cakes”
The students illustrate their ideal birthday 
cakes and write a name label, e.g.  
My soccer-ball cake.

Check out these other 
books for projects 
about birthdays and 
parties.

HISTORY
Birthday Cakes
Food historians  

report that the Ancient 
Egyptians were first to 

celebrate birthdays with 
basic-recipe cakes. It is 
said that candles were 
first placed on birthday 

cakes in Germany.

Picnic Party
Level 2: Non-fiction, 
Recount

Something in the Car 
Level 7: Fiction,  
Narrative

The Surprise Gift 
Level 11: Fiction,  
Narrative


