
cat
did
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look
to
up
want
was
went

You’ve finished! 
What will you read next?
                          Grusilda 

Name ...............................................
Date  ...............................................

Student Response
My score for this book is ............/10.
It was a ................................... book. 
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3. Read, cover, spell!
Read Cover Spell
cat
did
like
little
look
to
up
want
was
went

The Black Cat

1. Write a story. 

The bl.........cat was  
a sad cat.

The black cat went 
up to the r......... bird.

The black cat went 
up to the wh......... mouse.

They did not l........ the cat.

The girl d........ like the cat.

The cat w......... not  
a sad cat any more.

2. Draw a cat. It is  
black and white.

Activity Sheet

Level 3: Narrative
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Inside Front Cover: Glossary Title Page: Story Introduction 

Teaching Ideas
The Black Cat
Level 3 Fiction – Narrative

Curriculum Topics: English; Civics and Citizenship; 
Biological Sciences.
Book Synopsis: A story about a sad, black cat 
who is looking for a friend. The mouse and the bird 
didn’t want to be his friend, but a little girl did.
 Non-High Frequency Words: All words are 
decodable and supported by clear images. 
High Frequency Words: The Black Cat has a high 
percentage of high frequency words. 
Comprehension: The Teaching Unit’s focus is on 
seven areas of comprehension – connection, 
inference, importance, questioning, summarising, 
synthesis and visual. We advise teachers to tailor 
literal comprehension questions for each group. 
 

Page 2
Narrative – Orientation
Introduce character and purpose.
Language Features
Colour adjective: black
Feeling adjective: sad
Repeated text: The black cat ...
Comprehension – Inference 
Do you think the cat has trouble finding  
a friend? What may be the problem?
Literature and Biological Sciences Activity
Discuss black cats, e.g. panthers, jaguars, 
and other black-fur animals, e.g. black seals,  
monkeys, bears, Tasmanian Devils. Draw 
pictures and categorise by species, or size.

Page 3
Narrative – an Event 
The cat went up to a red bird.
Language Features
Adjectives and nouns: black cat; red bird
Revise colour adjectives: black, red
Words starting with “w”: went (“was” on page 2)
Comprehension – Importance, Inference
If you were the bird, how would you be feeling now? Would 
the bird be a good friend for the mouse?  
Literature and Biological Sciences Activity
Discuss birds with red feathers, e.g. crimson rosellas; and red 
breasts, e.g. red-capped robins, and red beaks, e.g. lorikeets. 
Draw pictures and categorise on a chart in the above 
mentioned groups of features.

Pages 4 and 5
Narrative – a Complication and a New Event 
The bird flies away from the cat.
Instead the cat goes up to a white mouse. 
Language Features
Revise colour adjectives: black, red, white
Revise adjectives and nouns: black cat; red 
bird; white mouse
Comprehension – Connection, Inference
If you were the cat, how would you be feeling 
now? Would the cat be a good friend for the 
mouse.  
Literature and Arts Activity
Role play the actions and speech for each of 
the characters on page 4 and page 5. 



For free book rewards, register your school with our Staircase program at www.theliteracytower.com

Student Activity
Student activity sheet
(free download/PDF)

Page 3
Narrative – an Event 
The cat went up to a red bird.
Language Features
Adjectives and nouns: black cat; red bird
Revise colour adjectives: black, red
Words starting with “w”: went (“was” on page 2)
Comprehension – Importance, Inference
If you were the bird, how would you be feeling now? Would 
the bird be a good friend for the mouse?  
Literature and Biological Sciences Activity
Discuss birds with red feathers, e.g. crimson rosellas; and red 
breasts, e.g. red-capped robins, and red beaks, e.g. lorikeets. 
Draw pictures and categorise on a chart in the above 
mentioned groups of features.

The narrative continues with a similar complication 
and new event. I hope the cat finds a friend!   

The narrative ends. I love this ending because the cat 
finally found the girl who wanted to be his friend. 
I’d like to be his friend, too! Page 8

Narrative  – Conclusion 
The little girl happily picks up the cat. His search for a friend ends.
Language Features 
Revise vocabulary from page 2: friend, sad
Revise words starting with “l”: look, like, little
Revise words starting with “w”: want, was (“went” on pages 3–7) 
Comprehension – Question, Summarise
What questions would you like to ask the cat and the girl? 
Literature, Health and Arts Activity  
Describe how to care for domesticated cats. Write a list and 
draw pictures.

Pages 6 and 7
Narrative – a Complication and a New Event
The mouse runs away from the cat. So the 
cat goes up to a girl.
Language Features
Same sentence structure: find the pairs of 
adjectives and nouns that are different to 
pages 3 – 5: black cat; red bird;  
white mouse; little girl 
Words starting with “l”: like, little
Comprehension – Importance, Synthesise
What was it important for the cat to find a 
friend? How important are friends to you?
Literature, Biological Sciences Activity  
Discuss difference between domesticated 
and wild cats; and their natural instinct to 
prey on small animals, e.g. rodents. 

Our Cat Is Lost
Level 2: Fiction,  
Narrative

Kittens 
Level 2: Non-fiction, 
Description

Birds, Birds, Birds
Level 10: Non-fiction
Description

Group Activity
Chart: “Animals of All Colours”
Illustrate different coloured animals and 
adhere them to a chart in colour categories. 
Within colours, categorise by size or species.

Check out these other 
books for projects 
about cats and birds.

SCIENCES
Cat Colour Research
An American university 
study concluded that 
people are influenced 
by cat coat colour, e.g. 
ginger cats are popular 
as they are perceived as 
friendlier than black or 

white cats. 


